Journal to Stella

LETTER XXV

and it put me in mind of the dean, and Stoyte, and Walls,
and Stella at play, and Dingley and I looking on. I staid
with them till ten, like a fool. Lady Ashburnham is some-
thing like Stella; so I helped her, and wished her good
cards. It is late, &c.
28. Well, but I must answer this letter of our MD's.
Saturday approaches, and I han't written down this side!
O faith, Presto, has been a sort of a lazy fellow: but Presto
will remove to town this day sennight: the secretary has
commanded me to do so; and I believe he and I shall go
for some days to Windsor, where he will have leisure to
mind some business we have together. To-day our Society
(it must not be called a Club) dined at Mr. secretary's;
we were but eight, the rest sent excuses, or were out of
town. We sat till eight, and made some laws and settle-
ments; and then I went to take leave of lady Ashburnham,
who goes out of town to-morrow, as a great many of my
acquaintance are already, and left the town very thin. I
shall make but short journies this Summer, and not be
long out of London. The days are grown sensibly short
already, all16 our fruit blasted. Your duke of Ormond is
still at Chester; and perhaps this letter will be with you
as soon as he. Sterne's business is quite blown up: they
stand to it to send him back to the commissioners of the
revenue in Ireland for a reference, and all my credit could
not alter it, though I almost fell out with the secretary of
the treasury,1 ? who is my lord treasurer's cousin-german,
and my very good friend. It seems every step he has
hitherto taken hath been wrong; at least they say so, and
St. James. In 1729 Swift addressed a letter to the Countess of Holdernesse
asking for a 'moderate sum* for the erection of <a monument to her grand-
father in St. Patrick's Cathedral. In de&ult of response a stone was erected
at the expense of the Chapter (Corrtsp. rv. 85, et passim; and, for the Latin
epitaph, Delany, Observations* 1754, pp. 274-5* C&resf* iv. 230, and
notes).
16 Deane Swift and Aitken read 'short already, all*; Sheridan, Nichols,
Scott, Ryland, Moorhead, 'shorter already, and all'. The true reading is
probably 'shorter already, all our*. J7 Thomas Hark? (p* 280 a.*}.